1095

Establishment of the 2.nd County of Portugal (Condado Portucalense), by Count Henry of Burgundy.

1120

Afonso Henriques takes sides with the Bishop of Braga against his mother Theresa, Countess of Portugal and her lover, the Count Fernando Peres de Trava of Galicia

1128

Theresa, Countess of Portugal donates Soure to the Knights Templar.

July 24, Count Afonso Henriques defeats his mother, Theresa, Countess of Portugal, in the Battle of São Mamede (near Guimarães) and becomes sole ruler (Dux - Duke) after demandes for independence from the county's people, church and nobles.

1143


Treaty of Zamora: Alfonso VII of León and Castille recognizes the Kingdom of Portugal in the presence of King Afonso I of Portugal, witnessed by the papal representative, the Cardinal Guido de Vico, at the Cathedral of Zamora. Both kings promise durable peace between their kingdoms.

King Afonso I of Portugal declares himself vassal to Pope Innocent II, placing the Kingdom of Portugal and himself under the protection of Saint Peter and the Holy See.

1147

May 19 A fleet of almost 200 ships of crusaders (Second Crusade) leaves from Dartmouth in England, consisting of Flemish, Frisian, Norman, English, Scottish, and some German crusaders. The fleet was commanded by Arnold III of Aerschot (nephew of Godfrey of Louvain) Christian of Ghistelles, Henry Glanville (constable of Suffolk), Simon of Dover, Andrew of London, and Saher of Archelle.

October 21 The Moorish rulers of Lisbon agree to surrender to King Afonso I of Portugal, basically due to the hunger that was felt inside the city walls. The terms of surrender indicated that the Muslim garrison of the city would be allowed to flee.

1498 Vasco da Gama reaches India through navigation around Africa.

1578

Portuguese troops utterly defeated in Africa, in the battle of Alcacer-Quibir; king Sebastião disappears in the battle never to be seen again.

1640 [Restoration] December 1: a small group of conspirators storms the Palace in Lisbon and deposes the Spanish Governor, the Duchess of Mantua. The Duke of Bragança, head of the senior family of the Portuguese nobility (and descended from a bastard of Joao I), accepts the throne as Dom João IV of Portugal, despite deep personal reluctance, by popular acclaim and at the urging of his wife. His entire reign will be dominated by the struggle to establish and maintain independence from Spain. Francisco de Lucena, secretary to the governing council of Portugal for the past 36 years and thus the most experienced bureaucrat in the country, smoothly changes his loyalties and becomes chief minister of the restored monarchy.

1755 — The Great Earthquake of Portugal is the most shattering natural phenomenon of the Age of Enlightenment. Striking at 9.30 am on All Saints’ Day (1 November), it destroys much of Lisbon and many towns in parts of the Alentejo and Algarve (Faro, Lagos and Albufeira are devastated). In Lisbon, three major shocks within ten minutes, a host of rapidly-spreading fires touched off by the candles of a hundred church altars, and a vast tidal wave (tsunami) that engulfs the seafront, leave 40,000 dead out of a total population of 270,000. The Alfama district of the old city is largely untouched owing to its situation on a rocky massif, as is Belem. The Customs House is flooded and the India House and the English Factory destroyed, so that no trade can legitimately be conducted. The King proves himself able in crisis management and his illegitimate half-brothers, the royal dukes, organize defence, security, the burying of the dead and the continuance of religious observance. The disaster is described by Voltaire in Candide. Rebuilding begins immediately under the vigorous direction of Pombal, who now consolidates his position as Portugal’s enlightened despot and leading statesman. It is decided to reconstruct Lisbon as the finest city in Europe, on the grid plan already adopted in the leading cities of Spanish America.

1910

October 4 - Beginning of the Republican Revolution. The Republic is proclaimed in Loures, just north of Lisbon.

October 5

The Republican Revolution, supported by popular uprising and virtually no resistance, is victorious and puts an end to the Monarchy.

The last King of Portugal, Manuel II of Portugal, and the Portuguese Royal Family embark in Ericeira for exile in England.

1974

April 25, The Carnation Revolution puts an end to fascist regime, Marcello Caetano exiled to Brazil

Short version (
	1095 — Establishment of the 2.nd County of Portugal (Condado Portucalense), by Count Henry of Burgundy (Bourgogne, France).

1128 July 24 — Count Afonso Henriques defeats his mother, Theresa, in the Battle of São Mamede (near Guimarães) and becomes sole ruler.
1143


Treaty of Zamora: Alfonso VII of León and Castille recognizes the Kingdom of Portugal.

1147 — Conquest of Lisbon.
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1498 — Vasco da Gama reaches India.

1578 — Defeat in Africa, in the battle of Alcacer-Quibir;  king Sebastião disappears.  Loss of independence to Spain.
1640  — Restoration of independence.

1755 — The Great Earthquake of Portugal is the most shattering natural phenomenon of the Age of Enlightenment.  The disaster is described by Voltaire in “Candide”. Rebuilding begins immediately under the vigorous direction of (Marquis of) Pombal.

1910 — Republican Revolution (end of Monarchy).

	1974 — April 25, The Carnation Revolution puts an end to the regime of Marcello Caetano.
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(Old) Portugal of the “3 F’s” — Fátima (religion), fado (the “national” song), and football.

Land of:

vinho (wine)

azeite (olive oil), from Arabic az-zeit
bacalhau (dry cod / morue, cabillaud), from Dutch kabeljauw.
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